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STTUATIOR INFCRMATION REPORT

)

POOR FEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN

Notional Dy of Support - “Selidarity Doy™ .
Rescheduled from Memorial Ixy to 19 June ' T

A massive demonstration has beeun plemmed for 19 June in
Woshington, D.C. purportedly to show a united front in support of the
goals of the Poor People's Compaign. Originclly scheduled for
Memorial Day 30 lay, SCLC leeders upon realizing they wvere unnble to
cope vith the organizationsl requirements of such e “demonstrution”,
turned to Brynrd RUSTIN, the leftist bl-mck civil rights leader, vho
vas the chief coordinator ond organizer of the Civil Rights Rally
held August 1963 in Washington, D.C. RUSTIN reportedly nccepted the
role of Nationzl Coordincotor on several conditions - one, that it would
be postponed until 19 June to enable proper plenning and to mnke it the
climax of the PPC; and seceondly, that he would have a strong hand in
reshaping the nebulous demands of the FPC. RUSTIR subsequently lssued
2 "Call to Americans of Goodwill" - a declarstion of the objectives of
the PPC - placing them in categories of immediate, intermediate =nd
long ronge goals. Although smbitious in tone, they were generally
accepted as bdeing more moderate end speeific thon those veriously

demanded by the SCLC, nnd 23 having scme chance of being fairly substan-
tiolly attained.
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SCLC leaders have since denied thet RUSTIN's mission wves . . [ St
anything more than to act in a Public Relations and march coordinatihg
capaclty for the June 19 march, and Hosea WILLIANMS and Reverend ABERNATHY
have stated the RUSTIN directive does not nearly go fer enough to catisfy
SCLC. RUSTIN end his aides have since insisted that the statement mnd
netion was properly in his agreed upon sphere of activity and, in fret,
had been approved by ABERNATHY and other SCLC leaders prior to its
publication. - RUSTIN hags reportedly given SCLC lesders until Npon, T June

to begin negotiations toward giving him complete suthorily or he will
withdraw.

Vhether 2 genuine conflict has developed on this metter between
SCLC and RUSTIN or whether this is a further propagenda ploy designed to
keep government lecders off balance has not been ascertained. However,
as previously reported there is information thet indicates Stonley LEVISOH,
influential SCLC edvisor, who has been identified ns 2 zecret member of
the CPUSA, expressed strong dissatisfaction with RUSTIN's stated goals and

"sald’ they do not even go as fer as those reflected by the President.'
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A couflict does nppe~r to exist and if it i: not recolved, it is
poscible that RUSTIN, vho is generally belfeved to have opposed the
PPC ond the SCIC lecderchip initially, mizht withdrar his support

WM organizationsl ability from the June 19 demonstrction. The fnte
of the larch, in that event cennot be foreseen nt this time. Gterling
TUCKER, Executive Division of the Washington Urban lecague, i5 the
Deputy Coordinctor of the March mmsam—ﬁ?"aot adequately
fill in as Chief Coordinator. Nor can the effect of the recent trogic
assassination of Geneior Robert KENUEDY cnd cuch other events ~s mry

transpire in the intervening period, be zccurstely rssessed. A ctiffen-

ing eltitude on Crpitol Hill, continued incidents reflecting strife ond

hostility within the FPC, ac well a5 cuch PPC connected events as the

senseless murder of two Harine officers in Geoigetown iy reswdt in =
ctrong derwnd by the citizemxy thet the demoastr~tion be c~ncelled cr
ot lerst be redvced to 2 token repreaentacion. In addition to the
foregoing, it must be aszumed that locnl ond federol ~utherities ere
uvell owore of the increasing danger thot militent dlacks, the lavles:
elements, and assoried groups of Communists and extremistis are quite
likely vo see in the 19 June demonstrotion an opporiune time to create
rnd trke adventege of incidents with e view of caus:lng as much havoc
end disorder a3 posaible.

There are so many voriobles existing at this time that it is
‘impossible to cecwately predict either the size or the untwre of the
grour that will prriicipete in "Solidrrity Doy, 1If it takez placc on
19 June 3 plenued. I'stinates hove ranged from 100,000 to 1,000,000
varticiponts ~nd it 15 believed that RUSTIN's gonl would be to at least
match the 250,000 figure that took part in the 1963 rally.

1 2

Although this Colidarity Dny would nurportedly be to show

- purport of the PPC and its gocls, there is indication thot it will elso

heve a strong Anti-Vietnom Var slant and it is coliciting suppert from
nmeny groups - & number of vhich are more directly active in student

.militancy and oppocition to the War. Among those likely to be included:

1. Al .rge muber of both the "inner-city" and "metro-
‘peliten” crez .population either as individuslc or es repre-
sentatives of verious civic, welfrre, church, and other
orgonizotions. This figure which would cover a mixture of
blacks, vhites, and others could e2sily vnry from a few
thousond to mony thousond depending upon the tension ~nd
climate at thot time. Also from the locrl ccene would
prcbebly be a fairly large number of students, extremists
of both the right and left, and the usurl numder of curious
on-lookers. Obviously, & large number of local, ctate and
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federnl emmloyees will be nctively involved by reoson of . .
their positions. This would necessarily include police, o
firemen, medical personnel, s~nitation and military '
personnel. Another proup swre to be in considerable force
are thoce rssocicted with the comrmmication and news medic.

2. It h2s been variously estinnted that from 5,000 to
50,000 students will tnke port. RUSTIN hopes for 50,000 .
rnd hos sedd thzt several hundred college studeat body
Presidents would issue a "call” on 5 June for "mobilizotion™. sagire
Bd SCHWARTT, Precident of the MSA, raid student goveroment #= -
lecders at the 350 schools which belong to the Nationnl
Student Associlation would work tc bring in bus leads of
youngste:s from ~1l over the country. Alzo particip~ting
iz the U.5. Yeuth Covneil, to which religious ~nd liber=l
orgeuizsiviols veleng.

' A lnrge percentege of the sctudcat group, whatever
its number, will be the compus militants and activists. a
Those already on the scene rs nmart of the so-called Toor : [ Vara
Feople's University will te sugmented by mhny more. Iinpiec, —
blerck nntionalists, nnti-draft »rotesters, and rac".icnls will
te in forcec. Tor unst of them, the aims of the TPC ~
second-~1y, if ~f intersst at 2ll, cnd cpoosing the Vietn-vm
V'ar i3 their moin interest.

3. The CPU:A hns indicoted its sujperi of the FPC. It
most swrely tlll be represented by beth its open and secret N
nembership, either 2s individunls or as members of fronts ﬁ
or other groups. It is undersiood that Stanley LEVISON, |
identified above, at a conference on 2 June was still opposing
the choice of 19 June for the mass march becruse it will be
in the middle of the week and adults will, in many ceses, be
unable to participote. He was still criticel even after it
was pointed out thot the date was selected in order that -
students could participate. (FBI TWX ' Jwe. - informant
probably relicble).

It is 2 reansonable presumption thot this mass
demonstration will, for many reasons, result in a clesing
down of most govermment and private institutionz in the
District of Columbis and surrounding area for much of the

day 19 June.
- The Frogressive Labor Pariy is expected to have :
. represeniition here and presumably will be forearmed to toke
such advantage as _possible from the occasion. ) - ¥
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k. FUSTIN has indicated that among the Labor Union
groups epected to evidence their support both by partic-
ipating in the march cnd Ly donation of funds, is the h—t
United Auto Workers which will send some 2000 representatives.

5. A goodly number of public figures of all faiths and ok
persuesions will "demonstrate" their support by mcking nn
"appearcnce”. The political, govermmentnl, entertaimment
and private business sectors will be represented.
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6. Such groups as the NAACP and Kational Urben Lezgue
as well as many religlous denominations hiave been urged to
give full support. A national call to church veople to Join
the 19 June "support merch" for the Poor People's Campaign in
Woshington hrs been issued by the National Couneil of Churches.
A eall to Unitarian Universalist churches throughout the notion
to send people here also has been nnde.

It must be expected that a goodly number of those who
participated in the 1963 rally will return for this demonstra-
tion.
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T. RUSTIN has indicated thnt en effort will be made to
recruit some 1600 marshcls from freternal organizations of
the Negro members of the N.Y. Police, I'ire and other ltmicipel
worker growps. Efiorts to utilize colored police and military
veterans from other parts of the country are to be merde. :
Likewice an appeal hac been made soliciting the assiz:tance of P
those vho served as marshals in 1963. )

Whether RUSTIN's efforts can be coordinated with SCIC -
leadership remains to be seen. The obvious emphasis is on
"black" control. It may be expected that the mershals cwrently
active in Resurrection City and PPC activities will be given
Solidarity Day assigmnments. Coordination and organization of
the vorious facets of this proposed mass demonstration will be
a tremendous task. All participants are to arrnnge their owm
transportation to the Capitol. RUSTIN has already made requests
to the D.C. and federal govermment agencies for assistonce in
connection wvith first aid, sanitation, and ether matters.

The program planned for the day has not been ~unovnced
at this time but secms to intend for a huge gathering nt the
Washington Monmument at 10:30 A.M. followed by a march to the
Lincoln Memorisl st 1:30 P,M. Entertaimment, speechs, and

music will be offered. Because of the close proximity of the. TS
Resurrection City encempment to the demomstration site, it will -, E
be difficult to get the anticipated large crowd into the area A—

near the liemorial. Loud-specker ouljets will be located through-
out the area. .

Sources - Overt news media L *\
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#A dissident faction of the American Independent Party has
announced that it has taken steps to form a continuing national
organization. A temporary national committee was formed by 150
representatives from fourteen states at a two-day convention in
El Segundo, California, last weekend.

The committee's main objectives would be "assistance to all
state parties in preserving their ballot qualifications, a.nd retention
of the A. I. P. as a legally constituted natiocnal Ertx. The committee
will meet aarg in 1969 in Tulsa, Oklahoma, to form a regular pational
comittee,

March 1969 Appeal of the conviction of Dr. Benjamin SPOCK; Rev.

William Sloane COFFIN, Mitchell GOOIMAN, and Michael
FERBER for conspiring to urge others to break the draft
law is expected to come before the Supreme Court in

" March. :

On & November, attorneys for Dr. SPOCK filed a statement

in the U, 8. Court of Appeals that the conviction violated

their constitutional right to free speech. They filed

ten issues on vhich they hope to overturn the conviction,
- raised the question of whether conviction was "based upon

constitutionally protected speech.”

‘Memphis, Tennessee - James Earl RAY, accused assassin of
Martin Luther KING, Jr., switched from Attorney Art HANES
to Attorney Percy FOREMAN, Just prior to scheduled
beginning of his trial 12 November. ' Although Attorney
HANES said the switch "was a delaying tactic pure and
simple,” Judge W. Preston BATTLE said he had no choice
but to delay the trial and it was postponed until

3 March 1969 - this date seems also to be a tentative

one a8 Attorney FOREMAN indicated he didn't believe it
give him adequate time to prepare his case.

April 1969 The 19th Annual Convention of the CPUSA has beern scheduled

SOURCES:

Government and news mdla. reports

RELIABILITY: Probably true
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